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persist in an attitude which is calculated to inflict grave injury
to the best interests of India."1
Exactly four weeks later, on the i6th of August, we find the
Government of India issuing a communique, in which they
rediscuss the relevant recommendations of the Tariff Board,
refer to the representations of the Mill-owners' Association,
and agree to grant protection to the Indian yarn of 40 counts
and below so as to neutralise the unfair advantage enjoyed by
Japan. With regard to the effect of the duty on the Hand-loom
Industry, anxiety for which had decided them against raising
the duty on yarn only three months earlier, they were now
satisfied that the consequences of the enhancement of the duty
would not be serious!
This reversal of the decision of the Government of India
with regard to the enhancement of the duty on yarn, clearly
brought about by the pressure of the cotton mill-owners of
Bombay, was in utter disregard of the evidence tendered to the
Tariff Board by the Directors of Industries of Madras, Assam,
Central Provinces, Burma, and Behar and Orissa, to the effect
that the important Hand-loom Industry of these provinces
would be adversely affected thereby. This was also contrary
to the view of the Indian Fiscal Commission and the Textile
Tariff Board that no enhancement of the duty on yarn should be
made, because it would seriously increase the handicap of a
large number of poor artisans,* who had had a hard struggle to
1 Mr. H. P. Mody's Statement issued to the Press on July 18, 1927*
a According to the Census Report of 1921, the number of hand-looms in
existence at the date of the census was 2 millions. As this number was
exclusive of the figures for several native states and British provinces, the
total number may safely be taken at 2j millions. The Textile Expert to the
Government of Behar and Orissa in the Note submitted to the Textile
Tariff Board estimated that the industry supports 5 million persons and
turns out an output valued roughly at about Rs. 50 crores. The importance
of this industry will be further realised when we are informed that in Madras
alone there are as many as 174,000 hand-looms, which produce a large
quantity of special varieties of coloured piece-goods for export, and that in
Behar and Orissa, one of the poorest of provinces in India, the hand-looms
supply no less than 40 per cent of the consumption of piece-goods in the
province, (Vide the speech of Mr. R, D. Bell, late Director of Industries>
Bombay, Assembly Debates, March 30, 1924.)